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SUB J : WEAPONS FOR MOROCCO 

REF: TEHRAN 1608 

1 . FOLLOWING ARE MAIN POINTS OF LETTER DATED FEBRUARY 21 FROM 
FOREIGN MINISTER KHALATBARY TO AMBASSADOR: 

QUOTE MY AUGUST SOVEREIGN HAS COMMANDED ME TO INFORM 
YOUR EXCELLENCY OF THE FOLLOWING: 

A. WE BELIEVE THAT THE BEST WAY OF APPROACHING THE 
QUESTION OF MILITARY ASSISTANCE TO MOROCCO WOULD BE TO CON- 
SIDER IT FROM AN INTER ARAB ANGLE AND HAVE MOROCCO TO REQUEST 
ASSISTANCE FROM JORDAN. ON THE OTHER HAND, JORDAN WOULD 
REQUEST ASSISTANCE FROM US WHICH WILL, AS IN PREVIOUS CASES, 

BE GRANTED. HOWEVER, SHOULD THE PRESENT SITUATION CHANGE 
AND MOROCCO BECOME SUBJECT TO OPEN AGGRESSION, THEN WE MIGHT 
HAVE TO REVISE OUR POLICY IN THE LIGHT OF NEW DEVELOP- 
MENT AND CONSIDER THE MATTER OF DIRECT ASSISTANCE. 

B. REGARDING THE POSSIBILITY OF SUPPLYING F-5A JETS, 

WE ARE IN A POSITION TO RESPOND FAVORABLY AND SUPPLY FIVE 
OF THE ABOVE JETS TO JORDAN, SHOULD SHE SO REQUEST. 

C. CONCERNING THE ISSUE OF REPLACEMENTS AND OTHER 
ITEMS ON THE OROCCAN REQUEST LIST SUBMITTED TO US, WITH 
DUE CONSIDERATION TO THE DIFFERENT ASPECTS OF THE MATTER, 
INCLUDING THE FINANCIAL SUBJECT, THE MATTER WILL RECEIVE OUR FAVOR- 
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SHALL BE RETURNED TO US IN KIND BY THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
WHEN AVAILABLE FOR DELIVERY, AND YOUR EXCELLENCY WILL NATURALLY 
BE INFORMED OF OUR DECISION IN DUE COURSE. UNQUOTE. 

2. WITH REFERENCE TO ANY POSSIBLE PUBLICITY THAT MAY 
ATTEND THIS TRANSFER, KHALATBARY EMPHASIZED TO BOTH THE 
AMBASSADOR AND THE DCM ON TWO DIFFERENT OCCASIONS THAT 
IRAN WAS RESPONDING TO A REQUEST FOR MILITARY ASSISTANCE 
FROM JORDAN. IT WAS NOT IRAN'S CONCERN WHAT USE JORDAN 
MADE OF THIS ASSISTANCE ONCE THE TRANSFER WAS MADE. HE 
STRESSED THAT NO LINKAGE BE MADE IN CONSULTATION ITH 
CONGRESS OR IN ANY COMMENT THAT SPOKESMEN IN WASHINGTON 
MAY MAKE ON THE TRANSFER TO MOROCCAN REQUIREMENTS OR 
REQUESTS. 

3. WITH RESPECT TO KHALATBARY S SECOND POINT, BALL IS 
NOW IN JORDANIAN COURT TO MAKE REQUEST FOR F-5AS. ONCE 
JORDANIAN REQUEST IS IN HAND, IRANIANS WILL GIVE US 
FORMAL REQUEST FOR PERMISSION TO TRANSFER AIRCRAFT. 

4. THIRD POINT SEEMS TO POSE SPECIAL PROBLEM. IRANIANS 
APPARENTLY FEEL THAT U.S. SHOULD BEAR ITS SHARE OF 
ASSISTANCE TO MOROCCO AND THEREFORE ARE ASKING US 
TO REIMBURSE THEM IN KIND FOR TRANSFER OF ARMAMENTS, 

PRESUMABLY OTHER THAN F-5S. PLEASE ADVISE WHAT WE 
SHOULD SAY TO GOI ON THIS POINT. HAS MOROCCO AGREED TO 
MAKE GOOD FROM ITS RESOURCES ANY EQUIPMENT IT RECEIVES 
FROM IRAN, E.G., 155MM HOWITZERS AND OTHER ITEMS ON 
MOROCCAN LIST? 
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